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Medical Student Intern Testimonials
It was such an enriching experience to 
see patients in the hospital with my 
mentor and see her interact with the 
interdisciplinary team. Now I am 
seriously considering doing a 
fellowship in palliative medicine.

“

The program not only allows students to 
explore translational research in an 
environment that is welcome to questions 
but also provides professional 
development that will be useful no matter 
what field you choose to go into.

“

This program broadened my perspective 
on clinical research. I was exposed to 
clinical research opportunities involving 
various specialties of medicine, along with 
many potential applications of the 
research. I also was able to obtain my first 
exposure to my now chosen medical 
specialty.

“

Reonna Smith, ’18 
Meharry Medical School

Summer Mentor: Toluwalase (Lase) Ajayi, MD

Yvonne Cottrell, ’18 
Meharry Medical School

Summer Mentor: Athena Philis-Tsimikas, MD

Eric Johnson, ’17 
Meharry Medical School

Summer Mentor: Stuti Jaiswal, MD, PhD
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Reflecting on the experiences lived I feel very 
grateful to have had such an amazing 
opportunity at the institution.” 

Alondra A. Rivera Raíces, ’21, ’23 & ’24  
Ponce Health Sciences University
Summer Mentor: Athena Philis-Tsimikas, MD

“

It was a great overall experience, and 
besides the research, there were 
many great talks and seminars.” “No 
research without action, no action 
without research!

“

Tenesha Boyd, ’23 
Meharry Medical School 

Summer Mentor: 
Stuti Jaiswal, MD, PhD

Kadae Campbell, ’23 
Meharry Medical School

Summer Mentor: 
Stuti Jaiswal, MD, PhD 
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This experience has been 
incredibly rewarding, and I 
couldn't imagine a better 
environment to grow and 
contribute to science.

“

Carlos, A. Ocasio Ramirez, ’24 
Ponce Health Sciences University

Summer Mentor: 
Jyothi Purushotham, PhD

Met incredible people, learned R programming, created 
my own poster, learned about clinical trials from Dr. 
Nicholson & Dr. Jaiswal (this was extremely helpful for 
my personal understanding and summer research). 
Elsa Varughese, ’24  
CMU College of Medicine
Summer Mentor: Evan Muse, MD

“

I gained valuable research 
experience, new relationships, 
and the ability to experience a 
new city.

“
Temiloluwa Ajayi, ’24 

Meharry Medical School
Summer Mentor: 

Toluwalase (Lase) Ajayi, MD
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